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secretary, American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 138th Street, 
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New York City. 
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Dr. R. W. ‘s Vail, Librarian of the American 


* s 
AMELiauerian ¢< i 
Antiquarian society, has been mich interested in a 


‘ a + 
curio which one of my students showed me, and he sug- 
oa ae c) = a 
gested that I write to you, to gee if you can give me 
any information in regard to it, 


: 

= y «= on + in : : aaas os 
dollar, On the face is the figure of an eagle or a 
x, apparently risirg from nana Bensath that 


fieure baste four letters: NOV (the fourth is undeciph : 


s a "lead" token, a little smaller than a silver 


able.) It is surrounded by the jhaepipt ioe "Substitute fo 


ay ~ T ~ 4 
~hoin Plasters," On “he obverse is a wreath of odr leave: 


nelosing the words: "May Tenth 1837", surrounding the 
wreath are the Deas Payments Susended", 


ng was turned out at the time of 
he Panic of 1837, But I am curio 
wh 


was coined, I Petes greatly appreciate it, if you 
can give me am 
giv 6 any Tis ight on those questions, 


Since el ly Prorge 


a 


10m and where this particular "joke" 


Mrs etrid He. Haynes. 
Bonoesters MA 


| Dear Sirs 4! ea 


November 29, 1932. 


‘ 


Worcester phlytechnic Institute 


~ 


ARC, “The token you write about with the niente 
on. one side’ and on the other "Specie Payment Sus- 
pended" belongs to a large series of what are known _ 


as Hard Time Tokens. Vast quantities of these were 


issued bgtween 1837 and 1844 by private die. ‘sinkers | 
and sold wiolesale to merchants for small change. 


Many of them had the names of merchants on them but | 
many of them were simply for gencral distribution 
and had either patriotic inscriptions or satirical | 

inscriptions chiefly against Andrew Jackson. Upward _ 
of 200 different varieties have been listed and they 


form a most interesting series. The piece you de- 


scribe should be in copper. If it is in lead it is. 


simply a casting made from cne of tiese tokens.’ 


~The token in question is not rare and sells anywhere 
from five to fifteen cents. 


Very truly yours, 


PRETO ON Be Curator 


